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They’ve	 gone	 to	 the	 trouble	 of	 dressing	 up	 because	 they’ve	 stepped	 into	 a	
family	 environment,	 said	 Los	 Buhos	 owner	 Adrian	 Rodriguez,	 42.	 Originally	 from	






murals	 depicting	 athletes	 and	 various	 owls	 –	 “buhos”	 is	 the	 Spanish	word	 for	 the	
bird.	 Guerra	 also	 crafted	 a	 modest	 dance	 floor	 and	 designed	 the	 multi-colored	
lighting	that	illuminates	the	place.	
	“As	soon	as	we	changed	the	physical	 image	of	what	this	restaurant	used	to	









By	 transforming	 the	 restaurant	 in	 early	 2018,	 Guerra	 said	 that	 Rodriguez	
wanted	 to	 uplift	 the	 existing	 image	 about	 the	 North	 Austin	 neighborhood	 along	
Rundberg	Lane	at	the	time.	Only	a	few	years	have	passed	since	violence	and	drug-
related	 crime	 defined	 the	 neighborhood,	 a	 place	 that	 houses	 low-income	 and	
ethnically	diverse	populations.			
In	2013,	however,	 the	 reputation	of	 this	North	Austin	 community	began	 to	
change	when	 the	million-dollar,	 three-year	 grant	 period	 of	 the	 Restore	 Rundberg	
program	 began,	 designed	 to	 prioritize	 crime	 reduction	 in	 the	 area.	 While	 city	
leaders	 pushed	 for	 an	 increase	 in	 police	 foot	 patrols,	 local	 stakeholders	 sought	 to	
influence	the	neighborhood	in	their	own	way.		
For	 restaurant	owners	 like	Rodriguez,	 that	meant	a	drastic	 renovation.	Los	
Buhos	 first	 began	 as	 a	 neighborhood	 dive	 bar	 that	 women	 didn’t	 feel	 safe	 in	 or	
welcome	 at,	 Rodriguez	 said.	 It	 was	 at	 Guerra’s	 urging	 that	 Rodriguez	 began	 to	
believe	a	 transformation	of	 the	physical	building	would	encourage	a	change	 in	the	
atmosphere	of	the	place.	
The	 low-income	 and	 ethnically	 diverse	 neighborhoods	 of	 North	 Lamar	
Boulevard	have	not	received	the	kinds	of	city-backed	economic	development	efforts	
that	 have	 revamped	 other	 areas	 of	 Austin	 like	 the	 Mueller	 Airport	 development,	
South	 Congress	 Avenue,	 or	 East	 12th	 street.	 As	 the	 city	 nears	 the	 1	 million	
population	mark,	local	public	attention	has	centered	around	the	East-West	divide	of	
segregation	 and	 gentrification.	 Young,	white-collar	 professionals	 have	migrated	 to	
the	 city’s	 urban	 core	 in	 the	 last	 decade,	 and	 commercial	 and	 residential	
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development	 has	 reshaped	 East	 Austin	 to	 accommodate	 the	 tastes	 of	 these	 new	
middle-	and	high-income	earners.	
The	 neighborhoods	 that	 surround	 North	 Lamar	 Boulevard	 in	 the	 city’s	 far	
northern	 sector	 have,	 for	 the	 most	 part,	 dodged	 this	 fate.	 Still,	 sidewalks	 in	 the	
Rundberg	neighborhood	remain	in	disrepair.	Local	news	media	coverage	routinely	
casts	 the	 area	 as	 crime-ridden.	 Residents	 wish	 that	 city	 buses	 in	 these	
neighborhoods	 provided	 reliable	 and	 frequent	 service,	 as	 documented	 by	 citizen	
survey	responses	for	Connections	2025,	Capital	Metro's	10-year	transit	plan	for	the	
future.	
Despite	 these	 community	 challenges,	 immigrant	 business	 owners	 and	
residents	 have	 taken	 it	 upon	 themselves	 to	 personalize	 the	 North	 Lamar	
neighborhood	 to	 their	 own	 liking:	 the	 facade	 of	 one	 restaurant,	 Mariscos	 Los	
Jarochos,	 features	 elaborate	 woodwork;	 across	 the	 street,	 another	 building	
showcases	 Mexican	 murals	 and	 artisanal	 masonry.	 In	 the	 evening,	 families	 stroll	
North	Lamar	to	eat	dinner	at	any	number	of	taco	trucks	or	to	buy	a	refreshing	raspa,	







bustles	 with	 activity	 each	 evening	 and	 especially	 on	 the	 weekends.	 One	 recent	
evening,	 a	woman,	who	 appeared	 in	 her	 30s,	 and	 a	 boy,	maybe	 10	 years	 old,	 ate	
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tacos	and	sipped	 from	imported	glass	bottles	of	Mexican	Coca-Cola	as	 they	waited	
for	 a	 south-bound	 bus.	 Across	 the	 street,	 a	 sculptor	 shaped	 a	 three-dimensional	
mural	of	agave	harvesters	on	the	front-facing	facade	of	a	new	restaurant.		
The	North	Lamar	neighborhood	is	tucked	away	in	a	corner	between	the	U.S.	
183	and	 Interstate	35	corridors,	 just	out	of	sight	enough	 for	 those	whose	primary	
vision	 of	 Austin	 is	 that	 of	 young,	 progressive	 hipsters	 jogging	 along	 a	 lake	 or	
attending	 a	music	 festival.	 Yet	 this	 parcel	 of	 jigsaw	 neighborhoods	 is	 home	 to	 an	
array	of	immigrant	and	refugee	populations	that	also	call	Austin	home.		


















often	 busy,	 especially	 when	 school	 lets	 out	 –	 a	 group	 of	 middle	 school	 and	 high	
school	 students	 will	 walk	 there	 to	 use	 the	 free	 Wi-Fi.	 On	 Tuesdays,	 immigrants	




Creek	 branch	 is	 one	 of	 a	 handful	 that	 serve	 a	 predominately	 low-income	 and	
minority	population.	Although	its	last	major	renovations	were	in	2009,	it	still	 feels	
like	 a	 building	 built	 in	 1979:	 it	 needs	 a	 new	 roof	 and	 an	 interior	 update,	 but	 its	
biggest	 problem	 is	 the	 lack	 of	 an	 accessible	 entrance	 ramp	 because	 it	 was	 built	
before	the	Americans	with	Disabilities	Act	of	1990.	
“We	 get	 people	 coming	 all	 the	 time	who	 need	 those	 accommodations,	 and	
they	 really	 struggle	 to	 get	 inside,”	 said	 APL	 administrative	 assistant	 Vanessa	
Bissereth.		
Library	 leadership	announced	 in	February	that	 it	was	exploring	options	 for	
allocating	funds	to	pay	for	repairs.	
Bissereth,	who	puts	her	age	at	29,	said	that	the	surrounding	neighborhood	is	
home	 to	 both	 aging	 and	 immigrant	 populations	 because	 it’s	 one	 of	 the	 last	
affordable	sectors	of	 the	city	 to	 live	 in.	According	 to	2017	ACS	data,	median	gross	




move	 brought	 them	 to	 the	 North	 Lamar	 area	 in	 2013	 from	 where	 they	 had	
previously	lived	in	the	University	Hills	area	of	Northeast	Austin.	
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Vanessa	 Bissereth	 is	 studying	 for	 a	 bachelor’s	 in	 social	 work	 at	 The	
University	of	Texas	and	has	worked	at	the	Little	Walnut	Creek	library	branch	for	the	
last	year.	She	asked	to	work	at	this	branch	not	only	because	of	its	proximity	to	her	
home,	but	because	 she	 connects	with	 the	 community	 that	 it	 serves.	Working	with	
this	 working-class,	 diverse	 population	 has	 influenced	 her	 future	 career	 goal	 of	
creating	a	nonprofit	to	serve	this	area	of	the	city.	
On	a	recent	Saturday	afternoon,	she	looks	out	the	front-facing	window	of	the	











“I've	 heard	 terrible	 things	 about	 the	 area,”	 the	 author	 of	 the	 original	 post	
wrote.	
Before	the	Restore	Rundberg	program	began	in	2013,	the	neighborhood	was	
“statistically	 the	 largest	 crime	 hot	 spot	 of	 Austin,”	 according	 to	 the	 2016	 Restore	





as	 poor	 road	 organization,	 “a	 strip	 of	 inexpensive	 hotels,”	 and	 a	 25-acre	 plot	 of	
undeveloped	 land.	 But	 in	 the	 six	 years	 leading	 up	 to	 2016,	 the	 Rundberg	 sector	
experienced	 a	 decrease	 in	 violent	 crime	 by	 53	 percent,	 according	 to	 the	 final	
report’s	analysis.	
Although	 the	 three-year	 grant	 period	 of	 the	 program	brought	 stakeholders	
together	with	city	officials	and	police	to	reduce	crime,	it	can	still	feel	as	if	outsiders	
think	neighborhood	as	a	dangerous	place,		














a	grand	 jury,	he	was	 fired	 from	 the	 force	and	 the	City	of	Austin	agreed	 to	a	$3.25	
million	settlement	to	Joseph’s	family.	But	Bissereth	says	it’s	an	empty	gesture.	
“Settlements	aren’t	accountability,”	she	said.	“It’s	like	saying,	‘We’re	not	going	
to	 hold	 this	 person	 accountable,	 but	 here’s	 some	money	 and	maybe	 you’ll	 be	 less	
miserable?	Maybe	money	can	substitute	for	a	human	life?’”	
In	 one	 effort	 to	 enhance	 police	 accountability,	 the	 Austin	 City	 Council	
replaced	 the	 position	 of	 police	monitor	with	 the	Office	 of	 Police	 Oversight	 in	 late	
2018.	 This	move	 allowed	 the	 division’s	 director,	 Farah	Muscadin,	 to	 overhaul	 the	
complaint	process	for	people	to	report	their	interactions	with	police.	Locals	can	now	
submit	 anonymous	 complaints,	 and	 the	 office	 can	 create	 a	 complaint	 on	 behalf	 of	
someone	 who	 may	 be	 too	 afraid	 to	 do	 so.	 Muscadin	 has	 also	 prioritized	
transparency.	 She	 said	 that	 her	 office	 can	 now	make	more	 information	 public	 on	
their	 website,	 like	 policy	 recommendations	 and	 case	 summaries	 of	 high-profile	
incidents	–	such	as	officer-involved	shootings.		
During	 the	 restructuring	 process,	 Muscadin	 said	 one	 of	 the	 biggest	






said,	 adding	 that	 she	 has	 hired	 two	 specialists	 and	 two	 interns	 for	 the	 task.	 “A	
community	engagement	team	is	so	crucial	because	they’re	the	ones	on	the	ground,	






of	construction.	 It	 is	a	grandiose	two-story,	4000-square-feet	concrete	structure.	 It	
overshadows	 a	 T-Mobile	 store	 beside	 it,	 and	 a	 Cricket	 Wireless	 shop	 across	 the	
street.				
The	 upper	 half	 of	 the	 building	 features	 a	 three-dimensional	 concrete	
rendering	of	a	working	jimador,	the	Spanish	word	for	a	Mexican	agave	harvester.	A	
sculpted	 sombrero	 shades	 the	 man’s	 head,	 and	 his	 wide-eyed	 gaze	 will	 one	 day	











Bobadilla	 isn’t	 alone	 in	 his	 endeavor	 to	 pay	 cultural	 homage	 with	 his	
business.	Mariscos	 Los	 Jarochos,	 a	 restaurant	 located	 just	 across	 the	 street	 in	 the	
Carillon	 Center	 shopping	 center,	 has	 undergone	 a	 steady	 renovation	 as	 well.	 An	
immigrant	 from	 the	Mexican	state	of	Veracruz,	 the	previous	owner	 spent	 the	past	
few	 years	 transforming	 the	 bland	 strip	 mall	 exterior	 of	 the	 restaurant	 with	 his	
woodworking	craftsmanship.		
The	business-owners	and	residents	of	 the	Rundberg	area	aren’t	solely	 from	
the	Latino	 community.	 Just	next	door	at	 the	Northgate	Shopping	Center,	 the	Halal	
Indo	Pak	Grill	entices	visitors	with	custom	diamond-shaped	windows.	The	Pakistani	
owners	 asked	 a	 friend	 to	 design	 custom	 counters	 along	 with	 laser-cut	 wooden	
partitions	 and	 booths	 for	 the	 restaurant’s	 interior.	 Down	 the	 road	 at	 the	 MT	




commercial	 district	 speaks	 to	 the	 area’s	 reputation	 as	Austin’s	most	 international	
district.	 Census	 data	 shows	 that	 many	 nationalities	 co-exist	 in	 the	 North	 Lamar	
commercial	district.	University	of	Texas	architecture	professor	Sarah	Lopez	writes	
that	 this	 area	 is	 Austin’s	 “most	 cosmopolitan	 district...defined	 by	 transnational	
capital”	flowing	from	places	as	far	as	Asia,	the	Middle	East	and	Latin	America.	
Anywhere	between	6,000	and	36,000	vehicles	traverse	the	six	miles	of	North	
Lamar	Boulevard	on	any	given	day,	 according	 to	 the	city’s	2013	North	Lamar	and	




public	 transportation,	 cycling	 or	 walking	 to	 get	 around.	 For	 this	 reason,	 the	 city	
allocated	a	voter-approved	$15	million	bond	 in	2012	 to	address	 improvements	 to	
the	 North	 Lamar	 pedestrian	 walkways.	 Yet	 the	 research	 and	 planning	 for	 this	
endeavor	eventually	became	the	basis	for	developing	a	larger,	city	council-approved	
Corridor	 Construction	 Program	 in	 2018,	 after	 voters	 passed	 a	 new	 $720	 million	
mobility	bond	 in	2016.	Any	physical	work	 to	 the	North	Lamar	Boulevard	corridor	
has	 been	 a	 slow-moving,	 bureaucratic	 process	 that	 has	 left	 residents	 wondering	
when	visible	changes	will	occur.	The	City	of	Austin	website	reports	the	project	is	in	
the	design	phase,	and	actual	construction	should	begin	by	2021.	
Despite	 the	 languid	 timeline	 for	 improving	 the	 North	 Lamar	 corridor,	 the	
international	residents	of	the	area	have	taken	it	upon	themselves	to	make	changes	
where	 they	 can.	 In	 late	March,	 The	North	 Lamar	 International	 District	Merchants	
Association	 and	 city	 officials	 installed	 a	 new	 gateway	 to	 highlight	 the	 range	 of	
multicultural	 restaurants	 and	 businesses	 in	 this	 area.	 The	 gateway	 includes	 a	
colorful	 array	 of	 international	 flags	 from	 all	 of	 the	 communities	 that	 call	 North	
Lamar	home.	
Guzman	fears	that	this	neighborhood	could	someday	lose	its	ethnic	diversity	
in	 business	 and	 communities	 if	 “Austin’s	 rapid,	 unmanaged	 growth”	 brings	
gentrification	to	the	area.		
For	now,	the	looming	threat	of	major	gentrification	has	yet	to	fully	manifest	




it	 is	 now,	 not	 what	 it	 could	 it	 be.	 In	 the	 spring,	 weekend	 yard	 sales	 pepper	 the	
neighborhood	as	the	smoky	aromas	of	carne	asada	permeate	the	air.	Hijab-wearing	
mothers	 leisurely	 push	 strollers	 while	 running	 errands	 at	 a	 bustling	 strip	 mall.	
Families	flock	to	Marketplace	Austin	–	an	indoor	flea	market	–	to	buy	glittering	Mary	
Janes	for	a	daughter’s	First	Communion.		
When	 Bissereth	 looks	 out	 the	 window	 of	 the	 Walnut	 Creek	 Library	 one	
Sunday	evening,	she	notes	her	favorite	thing	about	her	community.	












































































































































































































































































































































































Lynda	 Myrtha	 Gonzalez	 was	 born	 during	 peak	 citrus	 season	 in	 Weslaco,	






four	magical	 years.	 She	 returned	 to	 The	 University	 of	 Texas	 at	 Austin	 in	 2016	 to	
enter	 the	 dual	master’s	 degree	 program	 in	 visual	 journalism	 and	 Latin	 American	
Studies.	Bright-eyed,	she	looks	forward	to	what	comes	next.	
	
Permanent	email:	lyndamgonzalez@gmail.com	
This	report	was	typed	by	the	author.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
